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1. General information on Confucius Institute for Innovation & 

Learning at Aalborg University (AAU) 

1) Brief Introduction to Confucius Institute for Innovation & Learning at  Aalborg University  
 
Confucius Institute for Innovation & Learning at Aalborg University (AAU) is established in 
collaboration with Beijing Normal University and supported by Hanban, Chinese Ministry of 
Education. It serves as a platform to synergize the current resources and further enhance 
collaboration between AAU and Chinese partners through educational and cultural exchange 
activities. Confucius Institute for Innovation and Learning at Aalborg University (AAU) was 
inaugurated on Sep18th 2009. 
 
With the subscription of agreement with China Confucius Institute Headquarters on June 2009 for 
the cooperation on the establishment of Confucius Institute with the Beijing Normal University, the 
Confucius Institute for Innovation & Learning at Aalborg University was formally established. The 
Chinese language learning will be vigorously promoted in the Confucius Institute for Innovation & 
Learning at Aalborg University in terms of its innovative learning methods. On the basis of 
promoting Chinese history and culture, the contemporary high-tech development of China’s 
modernization will be propagandized, with the relevant activities concerning the theme of innovation 
and sustainable development for the mutual innovation. We hope that it will promote the 
understanding of the culture and countries, jointly developing the research- oriented organization and 
learning society, exploring the international cooperation in the global context, with the contribution 
to jointly promoting the sustainable development in the future. 
 
Theme:  
The core mission of the proposed Confucius Institute is cultural understanding, inter-cultural 
communication, and the learning and development of the Chinese language in international contexts. 
In Aalborg, this mission will be realized through the overriding theme of innovation, sustainability and 
learning in a cross-cultural context. To learn and to innovate are essential activities that shape our 
minds and give us new tools to shape the world.  
 
The Confucius Institute at Aalborg University will focus on three main and interrelated aspects. 
Cultural understanding, inter-cultural communication and the learning of the Chinese language are the 
first and the classical aspects of the Confucius Institute. The second aspect relates to innovative 
methodologies and pedagogies that facilitate learning and communication. The third aspect relates to 
innovation and sustainability. The focus here is both on the cultural and institutional context for 
innovation and sustainability and on science & technology as well as on experience as a 
complementary source for innovation. 
 
Aims:  
The establishment of the Confucius Institute of Aalborg University will aim:  
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·  To provide Chinese language and Chinese language teacher training for the local needs. 
·  To provide cultural exchange activities to fulfill the local interest in all aspects. 
·  To develop educational activities that contribute to creativity and innovation capabilities of learners.  
·  To conduct research for academic and knowledge dissimilation activities related to innovation and 

sustainability of interest to both China and Denmark.  
·  To facilitate the connection between education and research in various professional areas related to 

innovation and sustainability, and to link these activities to the business community, industry, the 
public sectors, and society.  

 
2) Brief Presentation of Aalborg University  

Aalborg University (AAU) was inaugurated in 1974 and is a young and dynamic university which, over 
the years, has grown to become a research-oriented educational institution in Denmark. AAU offers an 
untraditional range of educational programs and research opportunities in the fields of Humanities, 
Social Sciences, Natural Sciences, Engineering and Medicine. There are nearly 100 different study 
programs, approximately 3000 staff members and 15,000 students. AAU remains in a leading position 
internationally in research fields such as systems of innovation, environment, energy, health sciences and 
technology, and information technology. Being an active member of the European Consortium of 
Innovative Universities, AAU emphasizes internationalization and highly values creativity, openness 
and cooperation. 

Aalborg University is located in the city of Aalborg, which is an ancient Danish city dating back to 
around the year 1040. The city has approximately 200,000 inhabitants. It is the third largest city in 
Denmark and the capital of the North Denmark region. AAU’s mission is to be the pool of knowledge of 
the global society. It also regards its mission as bringing prosperity, welfare, and cultural development to 
the region as well as to the Danish society. It fulfills this mission through research, research-based 
education, and the exchange of knowledge at regional, national and international levels. AAU is 
regarded as a good example of enhancing sustainable development in the region through its research 
orientation, collaboration with industry and community, and contribution to the region by producing 
innovative graduates.  

AAU distinguishes itself by three characteristics: 1) Problem-Based and Project-Based Learning 
(PBL), 2) Interdisciplinarity , and 3) Innovation. PBL, which is based on problem-centred, real-life 
projects of educational and research relevance, has been employed as the main learning philosophy and 
method at AAU. This educational approach has become internationally known as ‘The Aalborg Model’. 
The PBL learning method has been shown to succeed in developing a broad spectrum of knowledge and 
skills such as self-directed learning,  problem-solving, interdisciplinarity, communication, collaboration, 
management, innovation, professional responsibility, social and ethical concerns, sustainable thinking 
and life-long learning. This pedagogical philosophy is believed to be related to the learning philosophy 
in the Confucian idea oriented works, for example, ‘I hear and I forget. I see and I remember. I do and I 
understand.’ – Xunzi  “ �áKÏ�á8¹KÏ���ÈKÏ���á8¹?•���È?•���á8¹-¹���È-¹���á8¹> �� .” �É9��$ ·�ÂD•�Ê). 

 
There has been a historical interest in the knowledge and culture from China as well as collaboration with 
China at Aalborg University.  A few organizations have been established in recent years such as ‘AAU 
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China Project Network’ and ‘Asia Centre’ with its China programs to facilitate collaboration with China. 
Further efforts have been made since 2008 at AAU to collaborate with China when the Ministry of 
Science, Technology and Innovation in Demark (VTU) called for a national ‘China Strategy’. While 
committing itself to the joint establishment of Sino-Danish Centre for Education and Research, AAU 
maintains and sustains its collaboration with several key universities in China. For example, Beijing 
Normal University, Tsinghua University, Beijing University of Technology, Beijing Jiaotong University, 
China Medical University, Fudan University, Tongji University, Shanghai Jiaotong University, Zhejiang 
University, Jiaxing University, Guangdong University of Technology, etc. Of all the Chinese partners, 
Beijing Normal University (BNU) has had the strongest collaboration with AAU. BNU is one of the key 
universities associated with Ministry of Education in China; it is well-known for its history and strength in 
education and educational research. In the past couple of years, a twin university friendship has developed 
between the two universities due to the shared emphasis on innovation as the educational philosophy and 
research dimension. They also share the common practice of highlighting international collaboration as the 
major strategy for university development. 
 
The CI for Innovation & Learning is based on the common interests and desires of AAU and BNU. It is 
an extension of the current collaborative activities, and it also symbolizes the willingness for mutual 
devotion and further efforts for sustainable collaboration between the two universities and between the 
two countries. 

 

2. Organization and management structure  

Confucius Institute for Innovation & Learning at Aalborg University is structured and managed as 
following:  
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1. Council  
 

Consists of representatives from both universities, is responsible for assessing and approving relevant 
documents in relation to the CI, for example the development plans, annual reports, budget proposals and 
final financial accounts. Meeting once a year.  

  
Representatives from Aalborg University   
·  Finn Kjærsdam, President of Aalborg University (Chairman of Confucius Institute for 

Innovation & Learning at Aaborg University)   
·  Eskild Holm Nielsen, Head of Dept. of Development and Planning, Aalborg University    
·  Inger Askehave, Head of Dept. of Language and Culture, Aalborg University    
·  Henrik Hackier, Head of Dept. of History, International and Social Studies, Aalborg University    
 
Representatives from Beijing Normal University   
·  Zhong, Binglin, President of Beijing Normal University  
·  Zhou, Zuoyu, Dean, Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal University  
·  Hao, Fanghua, Director, Office of International Exchange & Cooperation, Beijing Normal 

University  
  
2. Internal advisory committee (Idea Forum and/or Co-ordination Group) 

 
Consists of representatives from AAU’s different organizations. The role of the Idea Forum is to 
ensure that the development of the CI reflects the interests of its stakeholders. The Idea Forum are 
expected to point to new developments that the CI should take up and give  recommendations for 
decisions by Directors and/or Council, and secure their implementation (e.g. by establising project 
groups and/or task forces). Meets once every 3-4 months.  
 

·  Anette Kolmos, Professor, UNESCO Chair in PBL, Aalborg University    
·  Egon Toft, Professor, Associate Dean, Faculties of Engineering, Science and Medicine, 

Aalborg University    
·  Lisbeth Rieshoej Amos, Director, Center for Language Resources, Aalborg University    
·  Lone Dirckinck-Holmfeld, Professor, Dean, Faculty of Humanity, Aalborg University    
·  Louise Bredgaard, Administrative director, Asia Centre, Aalborg University    
·  Olav Jull Sørensen Professor, Chairman of Asia Centre, Aalborg University    
·  Paola Valero, Associate professor, Dept. of Education, Learning and Philosophy Aalborg 

University   
·  Per Christensen, Professor, Dept. of Development and Planning, Aalborg University    
·  Peter Plenge, University Director, Aalborg University    
·  Xing Li, Associate Professor, Dept. of History, International and Social Studies Aalborg 

University   
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3. External advisors 
 
Consists of representatives from the most important stakeholders, but can also be appointed based on 
personal capacities of relevance and interest to the CI. 

 
·  Anni G Walther, Aalborg Municipality, Director of Utzon Center  

·  Christopher Bo Bramsen�ÈFormer Danish ambassador to China 

·  Esben Hanefelt Kristensen, Danish well-known artist living in Aalborg 

·  Sven Burmester, well-known Danish writer, Former deputy director of World Bank 

·  North EU office in North Denmark  

·  OBEL family fund  

 
4. Administration and management   

 
Consists of directors and a team that take the main responsibility for the Institute’s daily operation 
and administration. 

·  Director: Xiangyun Du, Associate professor, Vice chairholder of UNESCO Chair in PBL, 
Aalborg University    

·  Vice Director: Martin Lehmann, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Development and Planning, 
Aalborg University   

·  Culture exchange programme coordinator: Haiying Yang  
·  Secretary for Culture exchange programme�ÖZhiying Nian, Master student 
·  Secretary for accounting�ÖMarianne Nyborg, Dept. of Development and Planning, Aalborg 

University    
·  Video technician�ÖPer Mouritzen, Faculty of Humanity, Aalborg University 
·  Website manager: Hao Cai, Master student, Dept. of Development and Planning, Aalborg 

University 
·  BNU Vice Director: Ping Du, Associate professor, Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal 

University   (to start 2010) 
·  Chinese language teacher: Rui Bao (to start 2019) 

3. Contribution from the host University/Organization 

In 2009, Aalborg University has made the following contribution to the development of Confucius 
Institute of Innovation & Learning:  

1) Human resources:  
a.  In 2009, there are 4 AAU representatives in the council, 10 representatives from 

different department and faculties working in the internal advisory committee.  
b.  7 staff members work in the administrative team, among whom one is full-time staff, 

and the rest 6 are part-time staff of CI.  
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2) Work environment: there are 2 offices (60 square meters) and 2 classrooms (80 square 
meters) assigned to CI. There are also access to language lab, meeting rooms, and auditorium 
which are part of university shared resources, and can be used by reservation.  

 
3) Venue for activities: (12 activities in total Sep-Dec, 2009)  

a.  9 language and cultural activities + 3 innovation and learning academic activities were 
organized in autumn of 2009. Most of these events took place in Utzon center, which 
is co-financed by Aalborg Municipality. Some activities are hold at Aalborg university 
campus, which is co-financed by AAU.  

 

4. Teaching activities  

From Sep – Dec 2009, Confucius Institute of Innovation & Learning at Aalborg University has 
offered the following activities in relation to Chinese language teaching and learning.  
 

1) Chinese Area Studies Programs at both the Bachelor and Master levels were established a couple 
of years ago based on the immense interest in China with regards to its history, culture, philology, 
economic and political development, etc. The Chinese Area Studies program at the Bachelor 
level includes three course modules: 1). Chinese language, 2). Chinese culture, and 3). Chinese 
society and politics. The course modules give the students a broad introduction to Chinese 
society, history and culture and, through the teaching of the Chinese sign system, an 
understanding of the communicative and cultural codes which are characteristic of the Chinese 
language. With the success of these study programs, there has been an increased interest in 
learning the Chinese language at AAU. Therefore, Chinese language has been included into the 
current curriculum. Chinese Language (as an optional course) is being planned to be offered to 
the whole university starting in the autumn of 2009. From 2010, Confucius Institute will provide 
with curriculum design, teaching materials and Chinese language teacher.  

2) Since 2009, primary school and secondary schools in Denmark have been encouraged to offer 
Chinese language as one of the second foreign language. Agreement has been made with 3 
schools around Aalborg that CI will collaborate with them by providing teaching materials, 
Chinese language teacher training, and joint application of Confucius Classroom in 2010.  

3) Agreement has been made with several evening/spare time schools supported by Aalborg 
municipality for collaboration in terms of providing teaching materials, Chinese language teacher 
and training local teachers since 2010.  

4) Collaboration agreement made with several companies in the North Denmark region who 
collaborate with China in R&D in science and technology (e.g. environment, energy, health 
technology, etc.). From 2010, CI will provide them for a) Increasing knowledge about China in 
the relevant professional fields, b) Developing more possibilities of collaboration, c) Improving 
communication skills between Danish and Chinese colleagues who work together.    
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5. Cultural and Innovation & Learning activities  

From Sep – Dec 2009, Confucius Institute of Innovation & Learning at Aalborg University has 
offered the following activities in relation to cultural exchange and innovation & learning.  
 

5.1 Inauguration of Confucius Institute for Innovation& Learning at Aalborg Un iversity  

Sep. 18, 2009. –Binglin Zhong, president of Beijing Normal University unveiled the bronze plate for 
the Confucius Institute for Innovation and Learning with Finn Kjærsdam, president of Aalborg 
University, Hangsheng Xie, ambassador of China to Denmark and Xiangyun Du, director of 
Confucius Institute on Friday in Utzon Center, Aalborg, Denmark. There are many prominent guests 
attending the opening ceremony, including Henning G. Jensen, mayor of Aalborg Municipality, 
Christopher Bo Bramsen, previous Ambassador of Denmark in China, Hangsheng Xie, Ambassador 
of China in Denmark, Esben Hanefelt, the artist of Denmark, directors of other Confucius Institutes 
and other mayors from neighboring cities. This opening is the splendid gathering rarely happened in 
Denmark which captured most citizens’ attention.  

 
Inauguration of Confucius Institute for Innovation & Learning Sep 18th, 2009 

 
Confucius Institute for Innovation & Learning was jointly established by Beijing-based Beijing 
Normal University and Aalborg University.  This is the second Confucius Institute to be established 
in Denmark but the first of its kind in the world. And it will be a bridge of friendship and mutual 
understanding between Danish and Chinese.  
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Finn Kjærsdam, president of Aalborg University, Binglin Zhong, president of Beijing Normal University , Henning G.jensen, mayor of 

Aalborg Municipality and Xiangyun Du, director of Confucius Institute unveiled the bronze plate of Confucius Institute together. 

 

Finn Kjærsdam, President of Aalborg University addressed first, “Today we are here to enjoy the 
fruits of a unique collaboration with Beijing Normal universities. This joint effort for establishing 
this Confucius Institute in collaboration with Beijing Normal University is based on the strong 
interest in Chinese culture in North Denmark, and the sincere wish to enhance the current 
collaboration between AAU and Chinese partners through educational and cultural exchange 
activities. We have the wish and confidence that this 
proposed Confucius Institute will be of great contribution 
in realizing the shared goals of promoting cultural 
understanding, establishing research-oriented organizations 
and learning societies, and developing international 
collaboration for a sustainable future in the globalized 
context.  ” 
 
Binglin Zhong, President of Beijing Normal University, 
stated that the strengths of BNU and AAU and the existing 
cooperation between us make this joint Confucius Institute 
distinctive from others with a unique feature of innovation 
and learning. The joint Confucius Institute is not only about 
the enjoyable and successful partnership between BNU and 
AAU. It is also about the Sino-Danish friendship between 
the two countries and the people.                            Honorable professorship for  

                                                             Prof. Zhong Binglin at Aalborg University  

 
Henning G. Jensen, Mayor of Aalborg Municipality, expressed his great interest in Chinese culture, 
and looked back the long history development of cooperation and friendship between China and 
Aalborg, Denmark. He hoped that the Confucius Institute for Innovation and Learning at Aalborg 
University would become the platform Sina-Danish collaboration to promote the development of 
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China, Aalborg and the area of North Denmark. 
 

 
Henning G. Jensen, Mayor of Aalborg Municipality gave a speech 

Hangsheng Xie, Ambassador of China to Denmark said that Confucius Institute is the bridge of Sina-
Danish educational and cultural exchange, the pathway for Danish to learn Chinese language and 
culture and the tie to improve the understanding and friendship between two countries. And 
Confucius Institute will be the base of cultural exchange and academic collaboration between China 
and Denmark. 

 
Hangsheng Xie, Ambassador of China to Denmark gave a speech 

Chenggang Liu, the first secretary of Division of Education in Chinese Embassy Copenhagen, read 
the congratulation letter from Hanban on behalf of Lin Xu, Director of Hanban. He conveyed the 
warmest congratulations from Hanban and Confucius Institute Headquarters. Hanban will provide 
full support to Confucius Institute for Innovation and Learning at Aalborg University and firmly 
believe the Institute will become a bridge for educational and cultural exchanges between China and 
Denmark with the joint efforts.  
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Chenggang Liu, the first secretary of Division of Education 

in Chinese Embassy Copenhagen gave a speech 

on behalf of Lin Xu, Director of Hanban 
Xiangyun Du, director of the Confucius Institute for Innovation and Learning, is the young associate 
professor at Aalborg University. She stated that, “In the first instance the focus will be on Chinese 
language and educational cooperation. The longer term will include promoting the development of 
Aalbrog and the North Denmark. Confucius Institute will serve as the platform to promote 
innovation and learning between Aalborg University and Chinese Universities.”      

 
Xiangyun Du, Director of Confucius Institute 

 
Christopher Bo Bramsen, Former Ambassador of Denmark to China stated the history of Sino-Danish development 

        



Confucius Institute for Innovation & Learning at Aalborg University Ann ual Report 2009 

���

 
Esben Hanefelt,artist, world-famous Danish artist painted for Confucius Institute and elaborated the painting 

 After unveiling the bronze plate, Chinese in Aalborg play the traditional performances such as Taiji 
performance, Guzheng and Erhu performance and calligraphy performance which won the great 
applause from the audience.          
The Inauguration was also published in a newspaper – North Denmark on September 19, 2009. 

 
Calligraphy performance    Taiji performance 

 

GuZheng and Erhu performance of Chinese 
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5.2 Chinese Cultural Month Sep 20th – Oct 21st 

From September 20th, 2009 to October 21st 2009, there were five chinese cultural events that had 
been held, with different subjects for the in-depth introduction and presentations regarding Chinese 
culture. Event 1 for Chinese cultural month is held at the Utzon Center on September 20,2009, with 
the subject of Hello, China.” Event 2 for Chinese cultural month is held at the Student House on 
September 26, 2009, at Aalborg, with the subject of “Chinese cook, not a dream”. Event 3 for 
Chinese cultural month is held at the Utzon Center on October 3, 2009, with the subject of “When 
east meets west-the medical systems today in China”. Event 4 for Chinese cultural month is held at 
the Utzon Center on October 10, with the subject of Children’s life in China. Event 5 for Chinese 
cultural month is held at Aalborg University on October 20, with the subject of Confucius 
Philosophy on China’s Development.  

Event 1 for Chinese Cultural Month: “hello, China!” Confucius Institute for innovation & 
learning at Aalborg University 

The Chinese teachers and students from Confucius Institute for innovation & learning at Aalborg 
University gathered together with the friends in Denmark joyfully at the Utzon Center in Aalborg for 
holding a lively activity, with the main subject of “Hello, China”. 
 
The guests gave a self-introduction first. On the basis of mutual understanding, the Chinese teachers 
and students from Confucius Institute for innovation & learning at Aalborg University introduced the 
traditional Chinese culture. Generally speaking, Chinese traditional culture is involved with multi-
dimensional contents, such as, food, clothing, landscape architecture, natural scenery, character, etc.. 
This activity was just carried on in accordance with the above aspects. 
 
From the food culture, Chinese food in general focused on the four main elements related to color, 
aroma, nutrition and taste. In view of this, the Chinese food culture had been explained in details 
,with the perspective of Chinese regional differences in taste and some typical Chinese food. From 
the perspective of regional differences in taste, people in the North of China prefer to the salty taste, 
while those in the South prefer to the sweet taste. In the southwest part of China, particularly for 
Sichuan province, people prefer to the spicy taste. From the perspective of Chinese tradtional food, 
dumplings, rice dumplings, glutinous rice balls, mooncakes and other food are presented with the 
illustration on its inherent symbolism. For example, the dumplings as the essential food in the 
Chinese New year’s Eve with the similar Chinese pronunciation of “jiao zi” for the meaning of the 
transition from the old to the new. Therefore, the dumpling symbolized the blessing for the new 
hope. Glutinous rice balls is the essential food for Lantern Festival, with the symbolization of 
completely auspicious and hamonious family. The rice dumplings is the tradtional food for Dragon 
Boat Festival, which is just in memory of the anicient patriotic poet Yuan Qu. The traditional food in 
Mid-Autumn Festival should be mooncakes with the round shape in a symbol of reunion, specifically 
for the good wishes for the family reunion. In addition, some local flavor foods were also introduced, 
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such as Beijing roast duck, etc.. Meanwhile, it has been pointed out that certain foods on a specific 
day has a special meaning, such as for birthday, eating noodles with a symbol of longevity. From the 
fashion culture, the traditional Chinese costumes had been presented in the form of pictures with 
time cues, such as, the costumes from Spring and Autumn period, Tang dynasty, Qing Dynasty and 
Chi-pao from the Period of Republic of China. On the one hand, it can clearly show the Chinese 
unique culture for costumes, and on the other hand, it underlines the costumes with the exquisite 
handmade operation. From the landscape architecture, Temple and Cemetery of Conrucius and the 
kong Family Mansion in Qufu have been chosen as the background for making a detailed 
interpretation on the architectural style. Furthermore, the audiences acclaimed as the peak of 
perfection when the different traditional Chinese natural scenery had been presented. 
 
After the presentation of Chinese traditional culture, the audiences will be invited to answer the 
questions with rewarding, which specifically are designed in relation with the Chinese traditional 
culture. The audiences not only answered the questions both actively and enthusiastically, but also 
asked more questions related to Chinese culture. With the positive interaction, it has reached the 
climax.  

 
The audience was asking questions enthusiastically           Audience  
 
During the break time, the Chinese teachers and students from Confucius Institute for innovation & 
learning at Aalborg University explained to the audience for Chinese calligraphy, with live 
demonstrations for the audience to use a brush and teach them how to write.  
 

 
             Guests learn how to use a brush   Calligraphy for the demonstration 
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After a short break, Yang Li, known as “the best Chinese language teacher in Aalborg ” , gives a 
demonstration for Chinese language teacher to everyone. Yang Li took the hieroglyphs as an 
example, vividly explaining more about the hieroglyph. The hieroglyph is produced by earliest 
writing of China with lines or strokes for sketching out the shape features of the object to be 

expressed. For instance, the figure of Chinese character “�Ü” is similar with the shape of the moon. 

The outline of Chinese character “�¹ ” looks just like a round object with a drop in the middle, which 

is just similar with the figure that people look directly at the sun. Through her vivid demonstrations 
and explanations, it had aroused the great interests for the audience in learning Chinese language and 
made them feel that learning Chinese is not difficult. 
 

 
Chinese language teaching 

 
The event with the subject of “Hello, China” organized by the Confucius Institute will be of great 
significance in the cultural exchange and interaction, which can stimulate the great interest of Danish 
friends to learn Chinese language and culture in order to build a friendly bridge between the people 
in Denmark and China. 

Event 2 for Chinese Cultural Month: “Chinese Cook, not a dream!” 

The Chinese teachers and students from Confucius Institute for innovation & learning at Aalborg 
University gathered together with the friends in Denmark joyfully at the Student House in Aalborg 
for holding a lively activity at 1 pm on September 26, 2009, with the main subject of “Chinese cook, 
not a dream”. It was an activity that various kinds of Chinese cooking techniques were presented and 
gave a live demonstration of dumpling making. More Danish friends were invited to join in and they 
all felt the fun in the process of learning Chinese food making. 
 
In China, dumpling is one of the traditional Chinese foods, deeply welcomed by the people, with the 
folk saying of no better than Chinese Dumplings. During spring festival, dumplings have become a 
kind of indispensable delicacy. There are two reasons responsible for this instance. One is that the 
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dumplings shaped like a gold ingot used in China long ago, with the symbol of Good Fortune. Two is 
that people can add all kinds of auspicious things to the dumpling fillings with the symbol of new 
hopes for the New Year. 
 
Dumplings making generally are divided into six stages, namely, kneading dough, stuffing 
homogenizing, chopping vegetables, rolling out dough, making dumplings and boiling dumplings. 
The staff in the Confucius Institute introduced the traditional Chinese culinary art and cooking 
techniques, particularly referring to the dumplings with traditional cultural characteristics inherently. 
Then, dumpling making were presented and demonstrated. First, the staff poured the right amount of 
water into the pot with the flour mixed with an egg. Then another proper amount of water was put 
into, with the chopsticks stirring successively and constantly. When the flour turned into a lump-like, 
the flour would be kneaded with force till the smooth surface. Then, stuffing homogenizing was 
done. The meat stuffing would be added flavoring, such as, salt, MSG, ginger, soy sauce, cooking 
wine, sesame oil, water and pepper, with some vegetables chopped for mixing round. At last, the 
staff gave a demonstration of how to roll out dough and make dumplings. When dough was rolled 
out, particularly more and more attention should be focused on the middle thickness with thin edge 
in order to prevent the stuffing leaking of dumplings. In accordance with the instruction of the staff, 
all the Danish friends all enjoyed the process of making dumplings. When tasting the dumplings, 
they felt greatly excited and were full of praise for the taste of dumplings. 
 

 
 

Making dumpling together 
 
Through the introduction of traditional Chinese culinary arts and cooking techniques, the Danish 
friends can perceive the Chinese culinary arts and techniques that are integrated with the Confucian 
ethical concept, nutritional regimen of Chinese medicine theory, aesthetic and national 
characteristics so that they can have deep understandings of Chinese food culture. Moreover, through 
their own practice, they felt the fun of Chinese food making as well as the enthusiasm for further 
study on Chinese culture.  

Event 3 when east meets west-the medical systems today in China 

The Chinese teachers and students from Confucius Institute for innovation & learning at Aalborg 
University gathered together with the friends in Denmark joyfully at the Utzon Center in Aalborg for 
holding a lively activity at 2 pm on October 3, 2009, with the main subject of “When east meets 



Confucius Institute for Innovation & Learning at Aalborg University Ann ual Report 2009 

�	�

west-the medical systems today in China”.  
This activity was held with the introduction to the traditional Chinese medicine and its relationship 
with Western medicine. The traditional Chinese medicine is based on the theory of the five elements 
of Yin-Yang that views the human body as the unity of gas, body and spirit, by the way of looking, 
listening, asking and feeling, with the exploration of the cause of diseases for the analysis on the 
internal organs, blood fluid changes and so on. Then the disease will be diagnosed with the treatment 
of acupuncture, massage, massage, cupping, qigong and diet in order to achieve the reconciliation 
and rehabilitation of Yin-Yang. Moreover, Chinese acupuncture techniques were specially 
introduced, which referred to the disease treatment by using the filiform needle piercing the patient’s 
body in accordance with a certain point. By contrast, the 
method for Western medicine is the operation, which might be 
directly done by anatomizing the diseased tissue of human 
body. The development of western medicine depends on the 
development of medicinal chemistry and scientific and 
technological progress, with the help of medical diagnostic 
equipment and the use of chemical drugs for treatment. 
Moreover, in terms of curative effect, traditional Chinese 
medicine commonly are used in chronic diseases, while 
Western medicine commonly are used in acute diseases. 
 
Through the specific account of the China’s medical system, 
the Danish friends had a better understanding of the significant 
differences between Chinese medicine and Western medicine. 
They realized the broad and profound meaning of Chinese 
traditional medicine, which made their recognition and 
understanding of Chinese culture reach a much higher level.  Chinese traditional medicine by Haiying Yang 

Event 4 for Chinese Cultural Month: “Children’s life in China” 

The Chinese teachers and students from Confucius Institute for innovation & learning at Aalborg 
University gathered together with the friends in Denmark joyfully at the Utzon Center in Aalborg for 
holding a lively activity at 2 pm on October 15, 2009, with the main subject of “Children’s life in 
China”. It was an activity that various kinds of Chinese children’s game were presented, such as 
kicking shuttlecock, skipping rubber band, spinning a top, throwing sand bags, and gave a live 
demonstration attracted deeply by the audience. More Danish friends were invited to join in and they 
all felt the fun in the process of game playing, with an atmosphere of jollification. 
 
Shuttlecock kicking was originated in Han Dynasty and prevalent in Southern and Northern 
Dynasties and the Sui and Tang dynasties, with the history of more than 2000 years. It is one of 
Chinese folk games, as a simple fitness activities, deeply loved by children and adolescents. There 
were different methods for this game, such as kicking by the lateral foot or instep, with the 
competition both on the techniques and styles. Skipping rubber band was a folk game for children 
and popular from 1950s to 1980s. Rubber band was made of flexible rubber string, with the length of 
3 meters or so. After the rubber band was led to be straight enough, the children can jump back and 
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forth. There were about 5 children involved in this game by two groups. The two children took the 
end of the rubber band for making it stretch, and the other children took turns for jumping based on 
the rules. If some of them failed to follow the rules in jumping, they would be eliminated. Moreover, 
spinning a top was the most early game in China. The shape of a top looked like a trumpet shell. The 
top was mainly made of the wood, with the iron tip from underside. When playing, the children used 
a rope for the intertwist of the top, with the upright spinning by taking out the rope forcibly 
thereafter. Furthermore, throwing sand bags was another traditional group game. There were two 
group enaged in this game. One group standed in the middle, and two of the other groups were 
chosen for throwing the sandbags to the ones standing in the middle who would be eliminated if they 
were hit. 
 
Chinese traditional games reflected the national spirit, the accumulation of different regions and 
different ethnic taste. Through this introduction and demonstration, the Danish friends from the game 
can get a more profound understanding on Chinese traditional culture and also can enjoy the game 
for the participation. 

 

 

Cultural experience of Chinese games for Danish children 

Event 5 for Chinese Cultural Month: “Confucius Philosophy on China’s Development” 

The final cultural event hosted by Confucius Institute for innovation & learning at Aalborg 
University was taking place on October 21, 2009, with the main subject of Confucius Philosophy on 
China’s Development. 
 
Mr. Sven Burmester, the Danish well-known scholar, was invited to give a lecture as an expert in the 
area of Population and Globalization, Sichuan Reproductive Health Institute of China, with the 
insight into the Chinese culture, particularly in the Confucian philosophy. He gave a vivid report on 
the correlation with development, World Bank and culture. Then, he talked about the issues related to 
Chinese language, history and value in terms of Confucian culture inherently in the Opening 
Ceremony of the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games. He pointed out that the five constant Confucius 
virtues referred to mercy, loyalty, courtesy, wisdom and credit, with the code of conduct for 
regulating the ethical relation with father and son, brothers and sisters, husband and wife, friends and 
so on. The five virtues ran through the development of Chinese ethics and became the most central 
element in the value system. Moreover, he also discussed on the similarities and differences among 
Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism, which impressed the audience most. During the discussion, 
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the audience came up with many questions enthusiastically in order to have a more in-depth 
understanding of Confucian culture. 
 
Through the discussion on the subject of Confucius Philosophy on China’s Development, the Danish 
friends have a deeper understanding of the ideas and wisdom contained in the Chinese Confucian 
culture. In particular, the theory that man is an integral part of nature involved in the Confucianism 
will be a reasonable reference to the discussion and research on the issues of global ecological crisis 
nowadays. 
 

 

 
Sven Burmester on Confucius Philosophy on China’s Development 

 

5.3 Confucius Institute academic activities for Innovation & Learning 

PBL workshop for educational innovation August 13-14, 2009  

This workshop is based on a collaboration agreement between UNESCO Chair in PBL and School of 
Education, Beijing Normal University, China.  
 
In response to the ‘China Strategy’ that has been proposed by the Ministry of Science, Technology 
and Innovation, Denmark early 2008, a collaboration agreement has been signed between Beijing 
Normal University, China and Aalborg University, Denmark in April, 2008, and a memorandum of 
understanding was signed between School of Education, Beijing Normal University, China and 
UNESCO PBL Chair in PBL, Aalborg University, Denmark. Based on this agreement, a 
collaborative project was initiated since August, 2008. The main aims of this project are:  

·  to bring the inspiration of PBL into higher education in China,  
·  to broaden the UCPBL practice by getting experiences from China,  
·  to provide instruments for the practice of PBL to teaching staff in China, 
·  to make contributions to the development of PBL practice worldwide,  
·  to enhance the internationalization of both parties. 

 
The first workshop was held on March 2nd, 2009 in Beijing Normal University where task force from 
both parties made the plan of developing a PBL book in both Chinese and English.  The second 
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workshop was held on August 13-14th, 2009 in Aalborg University, where a better mutual 
understanding has been reached towards this intercultural collaboration and action plans were made 
for the further development of the book. The book will be published by China Higher Education 
Press and Springer. Target groups of the book (Chinese version) will be university and higher school 
teachers in China who will implement PBL in their teaching practice, which will develop educational 
activities that contribute to creativity and innovation capabilities 

International seminar: Educational Innovation - PBL in Medicine & Health October 1-2, 2009 

This seminar was organized by UNESCO Chair in PBL and Confucius Institute for Innovation & 
Learning, Aalborg University.  
 
Speakers and participants are from diverse research fields and 3 different universities and 3 
countries, which are respectively China Medical University (CMU), Shenyang, China, Universidad 
de Los Andes (UNIANDES), Bogota, Colombia, and Aalborg University, Denmark. Anette Kolmos, 
Chairholder of UNESCO Chair in PBL, introduced the development of PBL in the world and 
Aalborg University. Baozhi Sun, vice president of CMU, gave the general account of the ten-year 
medical education reform in CMU. Jeppe Emmersen and Trine Fink, introduced the development of 
PBL models in medicine at Aalborg University. Mario Bernal Ramírez, Dean of Faculty of Medicine 
at UNIAEDES, elaborated on the curriculum design based on PBL, the PBL model and the 
challenges they confront with at present. Dean of Faculty of Medicine, AAU exemplified how PBL 
can be used as a way to facilitate university-industry collaboration. The rest presentations also 
include PBL experience in continuing education at CMU (Yuhong Zhao), computer based assessment 
tools at CMU (Tianming Zuo), Biomedical engineering (Pia Britt Elberg) and health informatics at 
AAU (Christian Nøhr and Pernille Bertelsen), comparison of PBL at CMU and AAU (Qiang Liu). 
Finally, some newly started PhD students and master students expressed their different feelings about 
the PBL teaching which became the highlight of the seminar.  
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International seminar on Social Cultural learning theories  

Nov 2-5, an international seminar was held in Sæby in collaboration between Confucius Institute for 
Innovation & Learning and International Doctoral School AAU, which focused on theoretical and 
philosophical discussion and reflection on intercultural learning and education. Attended participants are 
mainly doctoral students from China, Denmark, Colombia and other countries.  

5.4 Chinese book and cultural exhibition (twice) 

Nov 21st and Dec 5th, 2009, Confucius Institute academic activities for Innovation & Learning held 
twice Chinese book and cultural exhibition in collaboration with Trekanten Bibliotek & Kulturhus. 
During these two events, photos, books and handcrafts showing Chinese culture are exhibited. 
Diverse activities are facilitated to invite local people to experience Chinese culture by participating 
in interactions.   

5.5 Organization of China Folk Music Orchestra in collaboration with Beijing Jiaotong 
Student Band (twice) 

November 26th and 27th, 2009, Confucius Institute for Innovation & Learning at Aalborg University 
held a China Folk Music Orchestra in Strøving High School and in Aalborg respectively. This 
performance is carried out by delegation from Beijing Jiaotong University. BJTU is a famous 
university in China and its student music band is one of the most distinctive performing art groups 
among Chinese universities. In 2007, it won the first award of folk music group in University Art 
Festival at Beijing. This event is organized in collaboration with Asia Centre, AAU, Trekanten 
Bibliotek & Kulturhus, and Aalborg Folk Musik.� 

 

6. Organization of visiting China activities   

In 2009, at Aalborg University, with an increase in research interest in Chinese culture, history, learning 
and education philosophy, economics, and the development of science & technology in relation to 
innovation and sustainability, there is the desire for more joint-research projects and publications 
between AAU and China. Therefore, in collaboration with Asia Centre, Confucius Institute for 
Innovation & Learning, AAU has organized different academic trips for a dozen of scholars to visit 
different Chinese universities, for example, Beijing Normal University, Beijing Jiaotong University, 
Beijing University of Technology, China Medical University, Changchun municipality, Zhejiang 
University,  Guangzhou University of Technology, etc. These visits provided more opportunities for 
scholars from both countries to have close communication and deep understanding of the current 
academic culture in many areas, which helped maximize further collaboration positively.  
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7. Development objectives and plans for 2010  

In 2010, Confucius Institute for Innovation & Learning at Aalborg University will aim to develop 
diverse innovative activities in relation to language, culture, and other activities. Our objectives are to 
facilitate the following activities in innovative ways: firstly academic activities for knowledge 
delimitation and creation such as public lectures by invited speakers on China’s educational system and 
learning philology, a forum on cultural understanding, workshops on innovation and sustainability in 
China and Denmark, a study on innovative learning method for the Chinese language, a study on culture 
and communication in the context of inter/multicultural (Chinese and Danish) industry, AAU-BNU joint 
publication, etc. Secondly, interactive social and cultural activities such as cultural experiences for 
Chinese Taiji, acupuncture, cultural performance for the celebration of Chinese New Year, as well as 
cultural exchanges in sports, arts, books, movies, etc.  
 
The proposed plan for the first half year 2010 includes the following ideas: 
  

1) Chinese language teaching & learning and pedagogy development  
a) Official start of Chinese language teaching & learning at Aalborg University with the facilitation 

of CI in terms of providing teacher, teaching materials, etc.  
b) Join application and establishment of Confucius Classroom with 1 primary school and 2 

secondary schools.  
c) Collaboration with spare-time/evening schools supported by Aalborg municipality in terms of 

providing Chinese language teaching and learning.  
d) Further collaboration with industry and companies that are related to China, in particular those in 

R&D in science and technology (e.g. environment, energy, health technology, etc.). From 2010, 
CI will provide ‘package service’ about Chinese language and culture including a) Increasing 
knowledge about China in the relevant professional fields, b) Developing more possibilities of 
collaboration, c) Improving communication skills between Danish and Chinese colleagues who 
work together, d) basic Chinese language, and so on.   

e) Pedagogy development: to conduct research on intercultural/cross-cultural issues in the process 
of teaching and learning Chinese language and culture in western context. Based on reflection on 
the research findings, CI will make efforts to develop innovative pedagogy for Chinese language 
teaching and learning as well as initiate experience sharing activities in the CI network in North 
Europe.  

 
2) Cultural activities and innovation & learning activities  

a) In 2010 our CI will actively participate in the CI network in North Europe. In collaboration 

with the other 5 CIs, we will take an active role in the research activity for the mobility 

program financed by Nordplus fund, which will focus reflection on the CI activity and 

experience in different CIs in Nordic countries. It will start from January and finish in July 

with a seminar for the 6 CIs.  
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b) In 2010 locally we will focus on the collaboration with North Denmark region and Aalborg 

municipality to establish a North Denmark Chinese Culture Center – to facilitate better 

learning opportunities for learning Chinese language and culture by practicing. It will open at 

least 3 times per week for local Danish and Chinese to meet and share cultural experiences.  

c) In 2010 we plan to hold monthly Chinese Day– with the themes of Chinese festival every 

month.  

d) January- May, 2010, we plan to organize 5 times exhibition tour in different cities in North 

Denmark – with Chinese books, photos, paintings, handcrafts, etc. 

e) Feb, 2010, to organize Chinese Spring Festival celebration in collaboration with Aalborg 

municipality, Chinese-Danish Friendship Association, and Chinese Scholar Association 

supported by Chinese Embassy in DK.  

f) March, 2010, to organize cultural performance in collaboration with delegation from Beijing 

Normal University.  

g) April, 2010, to organize app.20 scholars from different fields to visit Beijing Normal 

University for a China-Denmark academic cultural exchange seminar, focusing on experience 

sharing and collaboration development in relation to innovation in learning & education and 

sustainability.  

h) May, 2010, in collaboration with Copenhagen Business Confucius Institute, to organize 

Danish students to pay a visit to Shanghai for the World Expo.  

i) June, 2010, AAU CI plans to host a seminar for Nordic CI network on China-Nordic 

knowledge, learning, and value systems in relation to diverse professional areas, such as 

philosophy, political science, DIR, learning& education, sustainability – environment & 

energy, health and medicine, business, economics, sociology, liberal arts, etc.  

j) July, 2010, to organize a delegation by primary and secondary school principles, teachers and 

students for a China trip to the hometown of Confucius.  

k) August, 2010, to host a ‘summer school for innovation’ for Chinese students at different 

levels to visit North Denmark to experience innovative learning and ‘designing’ culture.  

8. Feedback and media coverage  

In North Denmark, different media showed their big concerns to the establishment of the Confucius 
Institute for Innovation & Learning at Aalborg University. China National Office for Teaching 
Chinese as a Foreign Language (Hanban), Chinese Embassy in Denmark, Learning Chinese Website 
had given a detailed report on the opening ceremony of the Confucius Institute for Innovation & 
Learning at Aalborg University. The Inauguration was also reported in the newspaper, North 
Denmark, on September 19, 2009. It became the highlight of local news for this third biggest city in 
Denmark with the population of 160,000. 
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9. Features, best practice, existing problems, and suggestions 

Confucius Institute for Innovation & Learning at AAU has a unique profile by reflecting values and 
practices for which Aalborg University is renowned.  This includes the Problem-Based Learning 
principles that empower and motivate students to be creative and innovative, interdisciplinary as well 
as having close interaction and engagement with the environment (business community and public 
institutions). The Aalborg Confucius Institute will thus be characterized by the three concepts: 
Creativity, Openness and Collaboration. Great efforts have been made to promote the understanding 
of the culture and countries, jointly developing the research-oriented organization and learning 
society, exploring the international cooperation in the global context, with the contribution to jointly 
promoting the sustainable development in the future. 
 
As a newly established Confucius Institute, we have limited experiences in the management of 
current activities; nevertheless we also have lots of innovative ideas for the future development, in 
that sense we would like to receive as much as possible instruction and suggestions from Hanban in 
the coming future. We also look forward to more opportunities to learn from other CIs’ experiences.  

10. Contact information  

Xiangyun Du  
Director of Confucius Institute for Innovation and Learning at Aalborg 
University  
Vice-Chair of UNESCO CHAIR in PBL  
Associate Professor, Department of Development and Planning  
Tel: +45 99408353  
Fax: +45 98151085  
Email: xiangyun@plan.aau.dk  
 
Haiying Yang  
Coordinator of Cultural Exchange Programme  
Tel: +45 99403672  
Fax: +45 98151085  
E-mail: ci@plan.aau.dk  
 
Website: http://www.ci.aau.dk 
 
Postal Address:  
Confucius Institute for Innovation & Learning at Aalborg University 
Fibigerstraede 13,  
DK-9220 Aalborg East 
Denmark 


